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Abstract. The refugee crisis in Europe has been a pressing issue for several years now, with 

millions of people fleeing conflict, persecution and poverty in their home countries. The European 

Union (EU) has been at the forefront of efforts to address the crisis, with member states grappling 

with the challenge of providing a haven for refugees while also dealing with large-scale migration 

political, economic and social implications domestically. The article will clarify these problems. 

 

Аннотация. Кризис беженцев в Европе уже несколько лет является острой проблемой: 

миллионы людей бегут от конфликтов, преследований и бедности в своих странах. Борьба с 

проблемой предоставления убежища беженцам, а также борьба с крупномасштабными 

политическими, экономическими и социальными последствиями миграции внутри страны. 

Статья прояснит эти проблемы. 
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The refugee crisis in Europe has been a pressing issue for several years now, with millions of 

people fleeing conflict, persecution and poverty in their home countries. The European Union (EU) 

has been at the forefront of efforts to address the crisis, with member states grappling with the 

challenge of providing a haven for refugees while also dealing with large-scale migration political, 

economic and social implications domestically. 

Refugees are individuals who have been forced to flee their homes due to persecution, 

conflict, or other forms of violence.  They require assistance and protection to meet their basic 

needs and to rebuild their lives in safety and dignity. Managing refugee flows is a complex and 

challenging task that requires a coordinated and comprehensive approach by governments, 

humanitarian organizations, and the international community. This involves providing refugees with 

access to basic needs such as shelter, food, and medical care, as well as ensuring that they have 

legal protection and access to education, healthcare, and livelihood opportunities. Addressing the 

root causes of displacement is also important to prevent further displacement and to ensure that 

refugees can return to their homes in safety and dignity. 

This article will provide an analysis of the EU’s response to the refugee crisis, examining the 

policies, programs and initiatives put in place to address the needs of refugees and manage the flow 

of migrants across Europe. We will also consider the impact of the crisis on member states, 
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including the economic, political and social consequences of large-scale migration. 

In order to fully understand the refugee crisis and its impact on Europe, it is important to 

examine the underlying causes of the crisis, including conflicts in the Middle East and Africa, the 

current state of poverty and inequality, and climate change. We will explore these factors and their 

relationship to the refugee crisis, as well as the international community’s role in addressing the root 

causes of displacement. 

As I said in the above paragraph Climate change can cause migration in several ways. Firstly, 

extreme weather events such as floods, droughts, and storms can cause displacement of people from 

their homes, particularly in vulnerable areas such as low-lying coastal regions and areas prone to 

desertification. Secondly, changes in temperature and rainfall patterns can impact agriculture and 

livestock farming, which can lead to food insecurity and economic instability, forcing people to 

migrate in search of livelihoods. Thirdly, rising sea levels due to global warming can lead to the 

inundation of low-lying coastal regions, which can cause mass displacement of people. Finally, 

climate change can exacerbate conflicts over scarce resources such as water and land, leading to 

displacement and migration. 

The effects of climate change are likely to continue to worsen over time, which may cause 

more people to migrate in search of safety, security, and economic opportunities. It is important for 

governments and international organizations to address the root causes of climate change and to 

develop effective strategies to mitigate its impacts on vulnerable populations. This may involve 

measures such as investing in renewable energy sources, protecting ecosystems, and developing 

sustainable agriculture practices to ensure that people can adapt to changing climatic conditions and 

avoid displacement and migration. 

Overall, this article aims to comprehensively analyze the refugee crisis in Europe, offering 

insights into the EU’s response and its impact on member states. We hope this article will contribute 

to a better understanding of the complex challenges posed by large-scale migration and help inform 

discussions on how best to address this ongoing crisis. 
 

The Refugee Crisis in Europe: An Overview of the EU’s Response 

The refugee crisis in Europe has been an ongoing challenge for the European Union (EU) 

since 2015, with millions of people seeking asylum in Europe to escape conflict, persecution, and 

poverty in their home countries (https://goo.su/UqLw0). The crisis has tested the EU's capacity to 

respond effectively to large-scale migration and has sparked debates about the EU's values, identity, 

and governance. 

The EU’s response to the refugee crisis has been shaped by a range of factors, including 

political, economic, legal, and humanitarian considerations. At the political level, the EU has 

struggled to find a unified approach to the crisis, with member states often adopting divergent 

policies and positions. Some countries, such as Germany, have been more welcoming to refugees, 

while others, such as Hungary and Poland, have taken a more restrictive stance. 

Regarding economic policies, the EU has sought to provide financial support to member 

states hosting large numbers of refugees, as well as to countries outside the EU that are affected by 

the crisis. The EU has also promoted job creation, economic development, and social inclusion 

initiatives to help refugees integrate into their host communities.  

The European Union (EU) has several initiatives and programs aimed at providing jobs and 

promoting social inclusion for migrants. Some of these initiatives include: 

1. The European Social Fund (ESF): The ESF provides funding to support the creation of 

employment opportunities, education, and training for disadvantaged groups, including migrants. 

2. The European Fund for Strategic Investment (EFSI): The EFSI provides funding for 
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projects that promote economic growth and job creation, including those aimed at providing 

employment opportunities for migrants. 

3. The European Globalization Adjustment Fund (EGF): The EGF provides funding to help 

workers who have lost their jobs due to globalization, including migrants, to find new employment 

and to develop their skills. 

4. The European Agenda for Migration: The Agenda aims to promote the integration of 

migrants into European societies, including through the provision of education and training 

opportunities and support for entrepreneurship and self-employment. 

5. The European Integration Fund (EIF): The EIF provides funding to support the integration 

of third-country nationals, including migrants, into European societies, including through language 

courses and vocational training. 

These initiatives and programs aim to provide migrants with access to employment 

opportunities, education, and training, as well as support for entrepreneurship and self-employment. 

By promoting social inclusion and economic integration, these initiatives can help to ensure that 

migrants are able to fully participate in European societies and to contribute to the local economies. 

At the legal level, the EU has developed a common asylum system, which sets out asylum seekers' 

and member states' rights and obligations. 

The EU has also established a system of relocation and resettlement of refugees, which aims 

to distribute the burden of hosting refugees more fairly among member states. The Common 

European Asylum System (CEAS) is a set of EU laws and procedures that aim to harmonize the 

asylum procedures and protection standards across all EU member states. The CEAS was 

established in 1999, and it has undergone several revisions and updates over the years. The main 

objectives of the CEAS are to ensure that asylum seekers are treated fairly and equally across all 

EU member states, to provide protection for those who need it, and to prevent asylum shopping, 

where individuals seek asylum in several EU countries to increase their chances of being granted 

protection. 

The CEAS includes several key elements, including the Dublin Regulation, which establishes 

the criteria and procedures for determining which EU member state is responsible for examining an 

asylum application, and the Asylum Procedures Directive, which sets out the minimum standards 

for asylum procedures across the EU. The CEAS also includes the Qualification Directive, which 

defines who is eligible for refugee status and subsidiary protection, and the Reception Conditions 

Directive, which sets out the minimum standards for the reception conditions of asylum seekers in 

EU member states. 

This is a vital tool in ensuring that asylum seekers receive fair and equal treatment across all 

EU member states. However, there have been challenges in implementing and enforcing the CEAS, 

particularly in the face of the recent increase in asylum applications in some EU member states. The 

EU continues to work on improving the CEAS and ensuring that it meets the needs of all asylum 

seekers in the EU. 

In terms of humanitarian policies, the EU has assisted refugees in terms of shelter, food, 

health care, and education. The EU has also supported international organizations such as the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) in their efforts to provide humanitarian aid and protection to refugees. 

Despite these efforts, the EU's response to the refugee crisis has been criticized for being 

inadequate, fragmented, and slow. Many NGOs and human rights groups have argued that the EU 

has not done enough to protect the rights and dignity of refugees and failed to address the root 

causes of displacement, such as conflicts and poverty. There are many NGOs and human rights 
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groups that have been critical of the EU's response to the refugee crisis and its treatment of 

refugees. Here are some examples: 

1. Amnesty International: Amnesty International is a global human rights organization that 

has been advocating for the rights of refugees and migrants. It has criticized the EU's policies 

towards refugees and migrants, including its externalization of border control and its treatment of 

refugees in Greece and Italy. 

2. Human Rights Watch: Human Rights Watch is a global human rights organization that has 

been documenting human rights abuses against refugees and migrants in the EU. It has criticized the 

EU's policies towards refugees and migrants, including its failure to provide safe and legal 

pathways for refugees and its treatment of refugees in detention centers. 

3. Médecins Sans Frontières: Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders) is a 

medical humanitarian organization that provides medical care to refugees and migrants. It has 

criticized the EU's policies towards refugees and migrants, including its externalization of border 

control and its failure to provide adequate healthcare to refugees. 

4. Save the Children: Save the Children is a global charity that provides support to children 

affected by conflict and displacement. It has criticized the EU's policies towards refugees and 

migrants, including its failure to protect children from exploitation and abuse. 

5. Oxfam: Oxfam is a global NGO that works to alleviate poverty and inequality. It has 

criticized the EU's policies towards refugees and migrants, including its failure to provide adequate 

support to refugees in Greece and its externalization of border control. 

These are just a few examples of the many NGOs and human rights groups that have been 

critical of the EU’s response to the refugee crisis and its treatment of refugees. 

The EU’s response to the refugee crisis has been multifaceted, reflecting the challenges of 

large-scale migration. While the EU has taken some steps to address the crisis, much more needs to 

be done to ensure that the rights and needs of refugees are fully respected and that the burden of 

hosting refugees is shared more fairly among member states. 
 

The Impact of the Refugee Crisis on European Member States 

The refugee crisis in Europe has had a significant political and social impact on European 

member states. The arrival of large numbers of refugees has strained the resources and 

infrastructure of many countries, leading to debates about the distribution of responsibilities among 

member states and the potential impact on national security and identity. 

One of the main impacts of the refugee crisis has been on the political landscape of Europe. 

The arrival of refugees has fueled anti-immigrant sentiment and the rise of far-right political parties 

in many member states. In countries such as Hungary and Poland, governments have adopted a 

more restrictive stance towards refugees and have been accused of violating human rights in 

treating asylum seekers. 

Certainly, the refugee crisis has had a significant impact on the political landscape of Europe, 

and Germany is no exception. The arrival of over a million refugees in 2015 and 2016 sparked a 

heated debate about immigration and integration in German society, and contributed to the rise of 

far-right political parties such as Alternative for Germany (AfD). 

The AfD, which was founded in 2013 as a Eurosceptic party, shifted its focus to immigration 

and refugee policies in response to the crisis. The party campaigned on a platform of restricting 

immigration, closing borders, and deporting asylum seekers who were deemed to be economic 

migrants or security risks. The AfD's anti-immigrant rhetoric resonated with many Germans who 

were concerned about the perceived threat of terrorism, crime, and cultural change. The party's 

success in the 2017 federal election, where it won 12.6% of the vote and became the third-largest 
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party in the Bundestag, sent shockwaves through the political establishment. 

The rise of the far-right has also influenced the policies of mainstream parties, particularly the 

Christian Democratic Union (CDU) and its sister party, the Christian Social Union (CSU). In an 

attempt to appease voters who were attracted to the AfD's message, the CDU/CSU adopted a more 

hardline stance on immigration and asylum, including the introduction of tighter border controls and 

the acceleration of deportations. 

Overall, the refugee crisis has had a profound impact on the political landscape of Germany 

and has contributed to the rise of far-right political parties, as well as influencing the policies of 

mainstream parties. The refugee crisis has also put a strain on social services and infrastructure in 

many member states. Countries that have received extensive numbers of refugees have faced 

challenges in providing adequate housing, education, and health care to refugees, leading to 

concerns about their social and economic integration. There have also been reports 

(https://goo.su/VDiMgk) of tensions between refugees and host communities, particularly in areas 

with scarce resources. 

In addition to these challenges, the refugee crisis has raised questions about the impact on 

national security. Some member states have expressed concerns about the potential threat of 

terrorists entering Europe under the guise of refugees, leading to increased border controls and 

security measures. However, there is little evidence to suggest that refugees pose a significant 

security threat (https://goo.su/d83M), and many argue that such measures may be counterproductive 

in the long run. 

Overall, the impact of the refugee crisis on EU member states has been complex and 

multifaceted. While many member states have shown solidarity and supported refugees, others have 

adopted more restrictive policies and have been criticized for violating human rights. The long-term 

impact of the crisis on social, political, and economic stability in Europe remains to be seen, and 

will likely depend on the collective efforts of member states to find a sustainable and equitable 

solution to the crisis (https://goo.su/d83M). 
 

The Politics of the Refugee Crisis: A Critical Analysis of the EU's Response 

The refugee crisis in Europe has been one of the most pressing political challenges of recent 

times, having significant implications for European politics and society. The arrival of large 

numbers of refugees from war-torn countries such as Syria has tested the limits of the European 

Union’s ability to respond to humanitarian crises, leading to heated debates about the appropriate 

policy response. 

A critical analysis of the EU's response to the refugee crisis reveals a complex and often 

contradictory set of policies and initiatives. While the EU committed significant resources to 

address the crisis, including the establishment of the European Asylum Support Office and the 

relocation of refugees from frontline states such as Greece and Italy, many argue that these efforts 

have been insufficient and poorly coordinated. 

Critics of the EU's response to the refugee crisis argue that the bloc has failed to uphold its 

human rights and solidarity core values (https://goo.su/4aVzb). The EU's reliance on external 

partners such as Turkey to stem the flow of refugees has been criticized for undermining the bloc's 

moral authority. At the same time, the lack of a unified approach among member states created 

divisions and tensions within the EU [1]. 

The refugee crisis politics have also highlighted deeper issues within European society, 

including the rise of populist and nationalist movements. The refugee crisis has provided a rallying 

cry for these movements, which argue that the arrival of refugees threatens national security and 

identity. The rise of xenophobic sentiment has led to a more restrictive approach to immigration and 
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asylum policies in many member states, with some countries implementing policies that have been 

criticized for violating human rights. 

In light of these challenges, there is a growing consensus that the EU needs to adopt a more 

comprehensive and coordinated approach to the refugee crisis. This approach may require greater 

investment in support for refugees, as well as a more equitable distribution of responsibility among 

member states. It will also require willingness to address the underlying political and social factors 

that have contributed to the crisis, including conflict and poverty in countries of origin. 

Overall, the politics of the refugee crisis reveal the complex and interrelated challenges facing 

the European Union in the 21st century. By adopting a critical analysis of the EU's response to the 

crisis, we can understand the underlying dynamics that have contributed to the crisis and identify 

potential solutions for the future. 
 

From Borders to Solidarity: Exploring the EU's Evolving Approach to Migration and Asylum 

The EU’s approach to migration and asylum has evolved significantly over the years, shaped 

by various factors such as economic considerations, security concerns, and humanitarian values. In 

recent years, the refugee crisis has brought these issues to the forefront and forced the EU to re-

examine its policies and practices (https://goo.su/ozOa83j). 

Initially, the EU's approach to migration and asylum was primarily focused on securing its 

borders and preventing irregular migration. The Schengen Agreement and the Dublin Regulation, 

which established common rules for border control and asylum procedures, were seen as key tools 

for achieving this goal. However, these policies also led to significant challenges, such as 

overcrowded reception centers and inadequate protection for asylum seekers. 

In response to the refugee crisis, the EU has gradually shifted towards a more proactive and 

coordinated approach to migration and asylum. This approach has included measures such as 

establishing the European Border and Coast Guard, increased funding for refugee resettlement and 

integration, and adopting the Global Compact for Migration. These initiatives have aimed to 

promote greater solidarity and burden-sharing among member states and address migration's root 

causes. 

Despite these efforts, the EU's approach to migration and asylum remains contentious and 

complex. The Dublin Regulation has been criticized for placing an unfair burden on frontline states 

such as Italy and Greece. In contrast, some member states have resisted efforts to increase refugee 

resettlement quotas. The rise of populist movements and anti-immigrant sentiment in several 

member states has also added to the challenges. 

Moving forward, the EU must continue to balance managing its borders and upholding its 

humanitarian values. This balance will require a comprehensive and integrated approach that 

addresses the root causes of migration in the developing world, strengthens cooperation with third 

countries, and ensures that asylum seekers are treated with dignity and respect. Ultimately, the EU's 

evolving approach to migration and asylum should be grounded in a commitment to solidarity and 

shared responsibility, recognizing that the challenges posed by migration are complex and require a 

collective response. 
 

The Refugee Crisis and the Rise of Populist Movements in Europe 

The refugee crisis in Europe has profoundly impacted politics and society, contributing to the 

further rise of populist movements and anti-immigrant sentiment in many countries. Populist 

politicians have capitalized on public anxiety over the influx of refugees and migrants, emphasizing 

national identity and cultural values [2]. 

One of the key factors contributing to the rise of populist movements has been the perception 
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that the EU is not doing enough to manage the refugee inflow. Many populist politicians have 

criticized the EU’s policies and called for tighter border controls and greater restrictions on 

migration. This rhetoric has resonated with many voters who feel that mainstream political parties 

have ignored their concerns about immigration. 

The refugee crisis gave prominence to existing tensions within European societies, 

particularly around race, ethnicity, and religion issues. Some populist movements have exploited 

these tensions, stoking fear and resentment towards refugees and immigrants. This led to violence 

and discrimination against minority groups, particularly in countries such as Germany, France, the 

Netherlands. For example: In Germany, there were reports of a surge in hate crimes against refugees 

and immigrants, particularly after the arrival of more than one million refugees in the country in 

2015. For example, in 2016, there were over 3,500 attacks on refugees and refugee shelters in 

Germany, according to data from the German Interior Ministry. In France, there were reports of 

xenophobic and Islamophobic violence against refugees and immigrants. For example, in 2016, a 

Calais refugee camp was set on fire, and there were reports of violence against refugees and 

volunteers providing aid to them. In the Netherlands, there were reports of anti-immigrant violence, 

particularly against refugees and people of Muslim backgrounds. For example, in 2016, a Syrian 

refugee center in the Netherlands was attacked with Molotov cocktails, and there were reports of an 

increase in anti-Muslim incidents. 

At the same time, there has been a growing backlash against populist movements, with many 

people and organizations mobilized to support refugees and promote acceptance/integration and 

diversity. Civil society groups, religious organizations, and human rights advocates have been 

instrumental in providing support to refugees and challenging anti-immigrant rhetoric. 

The rise of populist movements and the polarised debate over the refugee crisis pose 

significant challenges for the EU and its member states. Populist politicians often advocate for 

policies opposing EU values and may undermine the union's commitment to human rights and 

solidarity. At the same time, the EU must address the valid concerns of its citizens and ensure that 

its policies on migration and asylum are effective and sustainable. 

Ultimately, the refugee crisis and the rise of populist movements in Europe highlight the 

complex and multifaceted nature of the challenges posed by migration. Accordingly, the EU should 

address the root causes of migration, promote greater cooperation and burden-sharing among 

member states, and ensure that refugees and migrants are treated with dignity and respect. At the 

same time, the EU must also engage with citizens and communities to address their concerns and 

promote greater understanding and dialogue. 
 

The Role of International Law in Addressing the Refugee Crisis in Europe 

The refugee crisis in Europe underlined the critical role of international law in protecting the 

rights of refugees and promoting greater cooperation among countries. International law provides a 

framework for ensuring that refugees are treated with dignity and respect, and for allocating 

responsibility for providing protection and assistance. 

At the heart of international refugee law is the principle of non-refoulment 

(https://goo.su/mnzPO), which prohibits states from returning refugees to a country where they 

would face persecution or serious harm. This principle is enshrined in the 1951 Refugee Convention 

and its 1967 Protocol (https://goo.su/IeDSqd), which define the rights of refugees and the 

obligations of states in protecting them. 

The EU also has a legal framework for managing migration and asylum, including the Dublin 

Regulation, which established the criteria determining which member state is responsible for 

processing asylum claims. However, the Dublin system has faced significant criticism 
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(https://goo.su/XoxFH7) for placing a disproportionate burden on member states at the EU's 

external borders and failing to provide adequate refugees protection and support. 

International law also provides the basis for promoting greater cooperation and burden-

sharing among states. The UN Refugee Agency (referring to UNHCR) plays a crucial role in 

coordinating international responses to refugee crises and works with countries to develop equitable 

and sustainable solutions. In addition, the Global Compact on Refugees, adopted by the UN General 

Assembly in 2018, is a framework for enhancing international cooperation and sharing 

responsibility for refugees. 

Despite these legal frameworks, the refugee crisis in Europe has exposed significant gaps and 

challenges in implementing international law. Some member states such as Hungary, Greece, have 

failed to fulfill their obligations to provide protection and support for refugees and have adopted 

policies that violate the principle of non-refoulement. In recent years, Hungary has faced significant 

criticism for its treatment of refugees and asylum seekers, including allegations of pushbacks at the 

border and violations of the principle of non-refoulement. In 2020, the European Court of Justice 

ruled that Hungary had failed to fulfill its obligations under EU law in its treatment of asylum 

seekers. Other states have been reluctant to share responsibility for refugee protection, leading to 

disparities in treating refugees across the EU. Addressing these challenges requires a renewed 

commitment to international law and cooperation, and the recognition of the humanitarian 

imperative to protect and assist refugees. States must work together to develop more equitable and 

sustainable systems for managing migration and asylum, and to ensure that the rights and dignity of 

refugees are respected and upheld [1]. 
 

The Ethics of the EU's Response to the Refugee Crisis: Human Rights and Responsibility 

The refugee crisis in Europe has raised serious ethical questions about the responsibilities of 

member states and the protection of human rights. The EU's response to the crisis has been a topic 

of debate, with some arguing that the EU has failed to uphold its ethical obligations to protect 

refugees and promote human rights. The other side of the debate argues that the EU has made 

significant efforts to address the refugee crisis and has provided substantial support to member 

states that are dealing with large numbers of refugees and asylum seekers. Proponents of this view 

point to the fact that the EU has allocated billions of euros in funding to support refugees and 

improve reception conditions, as well as implementing a number of policy measures to address the 

root causes of displacement and improve the asylum system. 

They also argue that the Dublin system, while flawed, is an important mechanism for sharing 

responsibility for asylum seekers among EU member states, and that other policies such as the EU-

Turkey deal have helped to reduce the number of irregular crossings and improve the situation for 

refugees and host communities. At the heart of the ethical debate is the principle of human dignity, 

requiring that individuals be treated with respect and their fundamental rights be upheld. This 

principle is enshrined in international human rights law and is a fundamental value of democratic 

societies. 

The EU has a legal framework for protecting the rights of refugees, including the 1951 

Refugee Convention and the European Convention on Human Rights. However, critics argue that 

the EU has not done enough to uphold these obligations, particularly in the face of the large influx 

of refugees in recent years. 

One ethical challenge for the EU is the distribution of responsibility for providing refugee 

protection and support. Some member states have been reluctant to accept refugees, leading to 

disparities in treating refugees across the EU. This disparity raised questions about the fairness and 

effectiveness of the EU's approach and whether it is consistent with the principles of human dignity 
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and human rights. Another ethical issue is the treatment of refugees in detention centers and during 

the asylum process. There have been reports of poor living conditions, inadequate medical care, and 

human rights violations in some EU member states' detention centers. This has raised concerns 

about the EU's commitment to upholding human dignity. 

The moral dimensions of the refugee crisis require a broader discussion of states' 

responsibilities and the international community's obligations. The EU must work to ensure that its 

response to the crisis is consistent with the principles of human rights and human dignity and that it 

upholds its obligations under international law. This requires a commitment to greater cooperation 

and burden-sharing among member states, as well as a recognition of the humanitarian imperative 

to protect and assist refugees. 

In conclusion, the refugee crisis in Europe raised important ethical questions about the 

responsibilities of states and the protection of human rights. The EU must take a more proactive 

approach to address these challenges and uphold obligations to protect refugees and promote human 

dignity. 
 

Resettlement, Integration, and Return: Examining the EU’s Strategies  

for Managing the Refugee Crisis 

Integration: According to the European Commission, as of 2021, the EU has allocated over €9 

billion in funding to support the integration of refugees and other migrants. However, the exact 

number of people who have been subjected to integration policies is difficult to quantify, as the 

process is often ongoing and can vary widely between member states. 

Return: According to the European Commission, in 2020, a total of 69,440 people were 

returned from the EU to countries outside the bloc. It's worth noting that return policies are often 

controversial, as they can be seen as violating the principle of non-refoulement and can put refugees 

at risk of harm or persecution in their countries of origin. 

The refugee crisis in Europe has led to a significant number of refugees seeking asylum in EU 

member states. In response, the EU has developed various crisis management strategies, including 

resettlement, integration, and return. Each of these strategies has its challenges and limitations. The 

EU has to carefully consider the ethical and practical implications of each approach. Resettlement is 

one strategy that the EU has pursued to manage the refugee crisis. This involves relocating refugees 

to a third country willing to offer them protection and support. While resettlement can offer 

refugees a new start in a safe environment, it is a limited solution depending on other countries’ 

willingness to accept refugees. Moreover, it can be a slow process and may not offer a permanent 

solution to the crisis. 

A third country is a country outside of the European Union that has agreed to participate in the 

program by accepting refugees for resettlement. The third country may be located in regions such as 

Africa, the Middle East, or Asia, and the decision to participate in the program is typically made 

through bilateral agreements with the EU or its member states. Once a third country agrees to 

participate, the UNHCR identifies and selects eligible refugees for resettlement based on criteria 

such as vulnerability, medical needs, and family ties. The third country then provides protection and 

support to the refugees upon their arrival, including access to basic services such as housing, 

healthcare, and education. 

While resettlement can provide a durable solution for refugees who are unable to return home 

or integrate in their country of first asylum, the number of available resettlement places is limited, 

and the demand for resettlement far exceeds the supply. In addition, some third countries have 

policies and practices that may pose challenges for refugees, such as limited access to rights and 

services or restrictive immigration policies. 



Бюллетень науки и практики / Bulletin of Science and Practice 

https://www.bulletennauki.ru 

Т. 10. №1. 2024 

https://doi.org/10.33619/2414-2948/98 

 

 Тип лицензии CC: Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) 364 

 

According to the UNHCR, in 2020, a total of 22,770 refugees were resettled in EU member 

states. This is a decrease from previous years, due in part to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

associated travel restrictions. 

Integration is another strategy the EU has employed to manage the refugee crisis. This 

strategy involves supporting refugees to become part of the host society in the EU. Integration 

efforts may include language and cultural training, education, and employment opportunities. 

However, integration can be a challenging and long-term process. The success of integration efforts 

depends on various factors, including the host society's attitudes, the availability of resources, and 

the willingness of refugees to integrate. 

According to the European Commission, as of 2021, the EU has allocated over €9 billion in 

funding to support the integration of refugees and other migrants. However, the exact number of 

people who have been subjected to integration policies is difficult to quantify, as the process is often 

ongoing and can vary widely between member states. Return is the third strategy the EU has 

incorporated to manage the refugee crisis. This involves refugees returning to their countries of 

origin when it is deemed safe to do so. Return can offer refugees the opportunity to rebuild their 

lives in their home countries. Still, it must be carried out safely and voluntarily, and refugees must 

have access to protection and support upon their return. In some cases, the return may not be 

feasible due to ongoing conflict or persecution in the country of origin. 

The EU's strategies for managing the refugee crisis require a comprehensive and coordinated 

approach that considers the ethical and practical implications of each strategy. The EU should 

ensure that its policies are consistent with international human rights standards, including the 

principle of non-refoulement, which prohibits the return of refugees to countries where they face 

persecution or other forms of harm. The EU's strategies for managing the refugee crisis involve a 

range of approaches, including resettlement, integration, and return. While each strategy has its 

challenges and limitations, the EU should continue to develop a comprehensive and coordinated 

approach that upholds the principles of human dignity and human rights. This requires promoting 

greater cooperation among member states and recognition of the humanitarian imperative to protect 

and assist refugees. 
 

The Refugee Crisis and the Future  

of the EU: Challenges and Opportunities for Integration and Cooperation 

The refugee crisis presented tremendous political, economic, and social challenges for the EU. 

However, it has also created opportunities for greater integration and cooperation among member 

states. As the EU grapples with the ongoing refugee crisis, it must carefully consider the challenges 

and opportunities presented and develop a comprehensive and coordinated approach that upholds 

the principles of human dignity and human rights. 

One of the key challenges for the EU is the political backlash against refugees and 

immigration, which exacerbated populist and far-right movements in some member states. This has 

created divisions and strained relations between EU member states, as some have been reluctant to 

accept refugees while others have been more open. The EU should work to overcome these 

divisions and promote greater solidarity and cooperation among member states. 

Another challenge is the economic impact of the refugee crisis. The cost of providing support 

and assistance to refugees has been significant, and has created additional strains on already fragile 

economies. The EU ought to develop strategies to manage these costs and promote greater 

economic integration and cooperation among member states. 

Despite these challenges, the refugee crisis presents opportunities for greater integration and 

cooperation among member states. The crisis has highlighted the importance of more extensive 
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solidarity and burden-sharing among member states. It has created opportunities for closer 

cooperation on issues such as border management and security. The EU must work to build on these 

opportunities and promote greater integration and cooperation in the future. 

In addition to the challenges and opportunities presented by the refugee crisis, the EU should 

consider the long-term implications of its response. This includes the impact on refugees and the 

broader implications for human rights and international law. The EU must work to ensure that its 

response to the crisis is consistent with these principles and upholds its obligations under 

international law. The refugee crisis presents significant challenges and opportunities for the EU. 

While it has created divisions and strains between member states, it has also created greater 

integration and cooperation opportunities. The EU must develop a comprehensive and coordinated 

approach upholding the principles of human dignity and human rights, promote expanded solidarity 

and burden-sharing among member states, and build on the opportunities presented by the crisis. 
 

Beyond Crisis Management:  

Building a Sustainable and Just System for Migration and Asylum in Europe. 

The refugee crisis in Europe has highlighted the need for a just and sustainable system for 

migration and asylum in the EU. While the EU has developed strategies for managing the crisis, 

including resettlement, integration, and return.  Nevertheless, these strategies are limited and do not 

offer a long-term solution to the problem. The EU must shift its focus from crisis management to 

long-term planning and cooperation to build a sustainable and just system for migration and asylum. 

One key aspect of securing a sustainable and just system for migration and asylum involves 

addressing the root causes of forced displacement. This requires a comprehensive approach that 

includes addressing conflict, poverty, and inequality and promoting human rights and good 

governance. The EU in cooperation with international organizations and civil society should address 

these root causes through diplomatic, economic, and humanitarian efforts. Another key aspect is 

promoting greater cooperation and burden-sharing among member states. This requires a 

commitment to solidarity and a recognition of the shared responsibility of member states to protect 

and assist refugees. The EU should develop a more equitable system for sharing the burden of 

refugee protection and assistance, establishing a permanent and fair distribution mechanism. 

In addition to addressing the root causes of forced displacement and promoting greater 

cooperation and burden-sharing among member states, the EU should also prioritize protecting and 

promoting the rights of refugees and migrants. This includes upholding the principle of non-

refoulement, protecting and supporting refugees, and promoting the integration of refugees and 

migrants into host communities. 

To build a sustainable and just system for migration and asylum in Europe, the EU has to 

address broader social and economic issues that contribute to   refugees and migrants 

marginalization. This includes addressing discrimination, promoting education and employment 

opportunities, and promoting social cohesion and inclusion. The EU has to shift its focus from crisis 

management to long-term planning and cooperation to build a sustainable, just system that upholds 

the principles of human dignity and human rights. 
 

Conclusion 

The refugee crisis in Europe has had a significant political and social impact on member 

states. The EU’s response to the crisis has been complex and has highlighted the challenges of 

balancing human rights obligations with political and economic pressures. 

The EU’s response has included various strategies such as border control measures, relocation 

programs, and integration policies. While these strategies have had some success in managing the 
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immediate crisis, they have also exposed the limitations of the EU's approach and the need for a 

more comprehensive and sustainable solution. 

The political backlash against refugees and immigration has fueled the rise of populist and 

far-right movements in some member states, creating divisions and strains between member states. 

The economic impact of the refugee crisis in Europe has been significant, with the cost of providing 

support and assistance to refugees creating additional pressures on already fragile economies. 

According to a report by the European Parliament, the total cost of the refugee crisis in Europe 

between 2015 and 2018 was estimated to be around €135 billion. 

This cost includes expenses related to accommodation, healthcare, education, social welfare, 

and other support services provided to refugees. The report also noted that the cost of integrating 

refugees into the labor market and society is likely to be much higher in the long run, as many 

refugees face significant barriers to accessing employment and education. The economic impact of 

the refugee crisis has also been unevenly distributed across EU member states, with countries at the 

EU’s external borders facing particularly high costs. For example, Greece, which has been a major 

entry point for refugees arriving in Europe by sea, has spent over €2 billion on managing the 

refugee crisis since 2015, according to data from the European Commission. 

In addition to the direct costs of providing support and assistance to refugees, there have been 

indirect economic impacts as well, such as the impact on the labor market, public services, and 

social cohesion. Some studies have suggested that the arrival of refugees can have both positive and 

negative effects on local economies, with benefits such as increased demand for goods and services 

and contributions to the labor force, as well as costs such as competition for jobs and resources. The 

economic impact of the refugee crisis in Europe is complex and multifaceted, and depends on a 

variety of factors such as the number and characteristics of refugees, the policies and practices of 

host countries, and the level of support and assistance provided to refugees. Despite these 

challenges, the refugee crisis has presented opportunities for further integration and cooperation 

among member states. The crisis has highlighted the importance of greater solidarity and burden-

sharing among member states, creating opportunities for closer collaboration on issues such as 

border management and security. Moving forward, the EU should shift its focus from crisis 

management to long-term planning and cooperation to build a sustainable and just system for 

migration and asylum. This requires addressing the root causes of forced displacement, promoting 

greater cooperation and burden-sharing among member states, and prioritizing protecting and 

promoting the rights of refugees and migrants. 

In conclusion, the refugee crisis in Europe has been a complex and challenging issue for the 

EU and its member states. The EU's response has highlighted both the limitations and the 

opportunities for greater integration and cooperation. Moving forward, the EU must work towards a 

comprehensive and sustainable solution that upholds the principles of human dignity and human 

rights while also addressing the political, economic, and social pressures member states face. 
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